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OPINION

doesn’t. Competence and integrity are not
determined by what someone wears.

As former prime minister Pierre
Trudeau once said, the state has no busi-
ness in the bedrooms of the nation. And as
his son Justin Trudeau has echoed, it has
no business telling people what to wear.

The state must recognize that it, too, has
its limits.

Millions of people order their lives
around their religion. That reality cannot
be legislated away. Nor should it be manip-
ulated for political gain.

What we are witnessing is not the
triumph of religion or secularism, but the
cynicism of power using both.

Blessed are the peacemakers

Pope Leo, right, has been
forceful in calling for peace in
the Iranian war, so U.S.
President Donald Trump, left,
called him ‘weak,’ ‘terrible on
foreign policy,” and ‘weak on
nuclear weapons.’ Trump
also said the Pope ‘meets
with Obama Sympathizers
like David Axelrod, a LOSER
from the left.” Photographs
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And history offers little comfort to those
who think militant secularism guarantees
rationality. The Soviet Union, Communist
China, and Nazi Germany hardly stand as
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CARBOROUGH, ONT.—“Blessed are

the peacemakers, for they shall be
called the children of God.” Matthew 5:9.

Pope Leo XIV has been forceful in call-
ing for peace in the Iranian war, condemn-
ing what he calls“absurd and inhuman
violence,”warning that “hands are full of
blood,” and reminding us that “war does
not solve problems, it amplifies them and
leaves lasting wounds.”

United States President Donald Trump,
characteristically, did not respond to the
message. Instead he attacked the messen-
ger calling Leo “weak,”“terrible on foreign
policy,” and “weak on nuclear weapons.”
What any of that means is unclear. My
personal favourite is “he meets with Obama
Sympathizers like David Axelrod a LOSER
from the left.”

What is clear is the pattern: ignore the
substance, discredit the source.

And then, in a moment that captures
the strangeness of our times, Trump posts
images of himself embracing Jesus Christ.
Even the odious Iranian theocracy must
wonder about these crazy Americans.

Religious history is no stranger to divi-
sion: the split between Catholic and Ortho-
dox Christians in 1054, the Sunni-Shia
divide, the Protestant Reformation. Yet, in
modern American politics, an unlikely alli-
ance emerged: evangelical Christians and
conservative Catholics united over shared . .
social concerns. That alliance has formed Th eilr B rain:
the bedrock of Trump’s political support. . .
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A monkey used in research can cost over $30K
— before a single experiment begins.
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chosen. They certainly share the practice of
serial adultery, but King David was at least
a true warrior that led his nation into bat-
tle. Still, the belief persists that he will lead
them to a kind of Promised Land rooted in
Christian nationalism.

At the same time, an apocalyptic strain
of theology fixated on “end-times” scenar-
ios continues to shape views on Israel and
the Middle East. But reading geopolitics
through prophecy is a poor substitute for
sober foreign policy.

So the question arises: is there any limit
to the faithfulness of the faithful?

For some secularists, this spectacle
reinforces their argument that religion
should be banished from the public square
altogether. Faced with this chaos, they say:
“a pox on all your houses.”

But that argument collapses under its
own weight.

Because the so-called secularist-in-chief
is Trump himself perfectly willing to
exploit religious voters while showing
open contempt for their beliefs.“My dear
Christians,”the message seems to be,“I’ll
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